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The Model United Nations is one of the most popular 
extra-curricular events which students participate in. 
As the name implies, it’s essentially a model of a 
typical United Nations conference which involves the 
students acting as representatives of predetermined 
countries that come together to debate and discuss 
the prevalent issues which are affecting our world at 
this very moment. One such conference that occurs 
every year is the ‘Pune World Summit’ which is going 
to be hosted this year at VKE by the school’s own 
students.  

The conference is divided into different councils, 
which focus on different topics of discussion and 
debate. This year's theme, Unearthing Reality, 
explores eminent world issues in dire need of 
unravelling. PWS 2020 will expose the sources of 
terror financing and initiate pre-emptive measures to 
stop this practice. Committees shall examine security 
threats posed to the world by AI and Big Data by 
companies like Alphabet, Facebook and WhatsApp.  

Saving the UN from its augmenting financial crisis, 
uncovering the effects of Indian traditions on women 
and unveiling the truth behind the HK–China conflict 
are amongst the harsh realities that delegates shall 
uncover. From technology to territory, the world 
leaders shall examine, deliberate and debate over 
raging global issues. 

 

 

Details of the Conference: 

Grades – 6th to 12th 
Dates – 18th and 19th January 2020 
Venue – Victorious Kidss Educares 
School, Kharadi. 
Registration Fee (Inclusive of 
Food, Certificates, Trophies and 
Delegate Kit) – Rs. 1900/- 

Or you may contact the team at: 

Instagram - @pwsmun2020 
Facebook – Pune World Summit 
E-mail – pwsmun2020@gmail.com  
Website – www.pws2020.org 

 

Pune World Summit is an illustrious platform for 
students to have a discourse on real-world issues and 
emulate global leaders. It is structured to challenge 
your skill-set and push your abilities to equip you with 
leadership, public speaking and problem-solving skills. 
It is especially useful for first-timers. But an amazing 
experience for experiences MUNners too, with the  

 

Vishnu Gopal 
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PYP Student-led Conference, 
Yet Another Hit! 

The student-led conference is an exciting VKE-
exclusive event that involves the young and 
inquisitive minds of PYP displaying and 
summarizing their experiences to their parents. 
The conference was yet another success in the 
yearly conductions of this event.  

The most interesting aspect of the student-led 
conference is that it is unlike a regular 
conference, as the responsibilities are delegated 
to the students to inform and educate their 
parents on the valuable and insightful lessons 
that the students have endeavoured throughout 
the academic year.  

That being said, this event wasn’t all celebrations 
and leisure, the students were tasked with 
creating charts, making PowerPoint 
presentations and interpolating their academic 
education into their creative skills to deliver a 
truly fantastic and memorable event for their 
parents and visitors.  

However, what might seem to be a daunting task 
for the children actually turned out to be 
enjoyable for the students as smiles and laughter 
was all we could see and hear throughout the 
days leading up to the event.  

It was truly remarkable to witness the 
confidence in our PYP students as they 
enthusiastically conveyed their learning 
experiences to a room full of adults. 

 

The session included an amusing yet adorable 
singing session where the students gathered 
around to heartily serenade about their feelings 
and memories of the year. We’re sure that all the 
parents walked out of the event proud of their 
children! 

Vishnu Gopal 

Pune World Summit 2020 Model United Nations 

Everest Next for 
Kshitij Palekar 

1 

Kshitij Palekar of DP 1 and the current Director of Sports at VKE, has 
recently been elected by the mountaineering organisation Giri Premi 
as one of the 5 shortlisted members that hail from Maharashtra in 
its Everest expedition in April 2020.  Kshitij is the youngest of the 
selected few, his successful completion in the mountaineering 
course from the Nehru Institute of Mountaineering is one of his 
many achievements in the field. 

He has completed treks to: Goechala, Sikkim (16,207ft), Nadadevi 
base camp (12,795ft), Milam Glacier (18,094ft), Kuwari pass 
(14,000ft), Stoke Kangri (20,187ft), Kang Yatse2 (21,312ft), Markha 
Valley (17,060ft). 

Kshitij has stated that his childhood dream is to conquer Mount 
Everest and has been striving to achieve it with all his heart and soul. 
He has stated that his loved ones, both his parents and guru have 
been doing their level best to make it happen, and has full faith that 
God will guide him and hopes to have the blessings and best wishes 
from all of his fellow students and faculty alike. 

When asked Kshitij’s motivations boil down to his own will power, 
ambition, competitiveness and support from his family.  

He also has talked about the difficulties in this long journey, 
explaining that mountaineering itself is a sport filled with difficulties, 
so the biggest difficulty was overcoming himself. He considered 
what he used to be before the sport as a lazy individual. So, when he 
did start gaining interest in trekking, it allowed him to self-reflect 
and the invaluable lessons taught to him by those around him is 
what built him to what he is today. 

 

Anilesh Ghatak 

 

  

highly skilled executive board coming from esteemed 
colleges, some from Bombay and Bangalore too.  

With Neeraja Chavan as Deputy Secretary-General, 
Gayatri Sahaay as Secretary-General and almost the 
whole of DP1 with them, the conference is sure to be a 
success. An unmissable event, register now, before you 
miss out! 
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Personal Project and Extended Essay 
Exhibition, a Milestone Indeed 

MYP and DP Graduation, an Evening of 
Celebrations and Memories 

 

to thoroughly express their difficulties and experiences. The 
days leading up to the event was spent designing charts, 
creating presentations and preparing to show everyone the 
fruits of their efforts.  

Needless to say, the exhibition was a complete success, as 
parents and visitors were continuously amazed with the 
exciting and unique projects that were on display. From 
writing novels, to animation, to building custom gaming 
computers, the creativity amongst the MYP5 students was 
relentless and it resulted in one of the best Personal Project 
exhibitions to date.  

Vishnu Gopal 

Ehsas Kakkar 

The Personal Project and the Extended Essay are quite 
possibly the most challenging and invigorating aspects of 
the MYP and DP programs. The Personal Project is a 
project conducted individually by MYP5 students who are 
tasked with culminating their interests and talents to 
produce a result that is truly reflective of their passion and 
determination.  

However, whilst the product is an important part of the 
Personal Project, what truly matters is how well one is able 
to document and reflect on their journey. On the other 
hand, we have PP’s older brother, the Extended Essay. It is 
a 4000 word mini-thesis written by DP students within a 
specific subject of their choice, it provides the students 
with the freedom to explore any topic of their interest 
within their field of interest.  

Both of these experiences are core elements of their 
respective grade curriculums and with the year briefly 
coming to a close, it was also time for the students to wrap 
up their personal projects and extended essays and 
present them for the world to see.  

This 18th and 19th of December marked a momentous 
occasion for the MYP and DP students of VKE, as it was 
the time when the students got the special opportunity  

The Extended Essay section was no slouch either, as the 
DP students challenged themselves to explore their 
deepest interests in their respective subjects and made 
every single word from that 4000 word-limit count. 

Overall, it’s safe to say that everybody walked away from 
the exhibition satisfied, especially the students, who were 
relieved to finally be over with their projects and essays. 
With the year coming to a close and the MYP and DP 
exams on the horizon, the exhibition was undoubtedly an 
event to treasure and it will certainly be exciting to 
witness what the next batch of MYP and DP students will 
come up with.  

 

 

A fitting end, to a gargantuan journey. One that may have 
felt like a year for some, a week for others, and a decade 
for a few. All of it was encompassed and finished however, 
in the space of 5 hours.  

Graduation is always a time to celebrate. It’s a time to 
reflect on what’s happened, to look back on fond 
memories, and to cherish the time spent with lifelong 
friends and families. No student will quite be able to sum 
up their experience at graduation in a few words.  

Expect a 5-10-minute conversation about how it all 
started, where they felt as if the world was against them, 
and how they came out of it proud and accomplished. The 
evening was filled with fun, festivity, and frolic. Dances, 
plays, students and parents speaking about the 
experiences they’d gone through; it had it all.  

It was long overdue, as so many of our DP and MYP 
students had gone through their final year wondering 
whether there’d be any chance of a reunion, a 
celebration, or a ceremony to commemorate the 
achievements of the students. Luckily for them, they had 
all three of those events in one evening.  

Starting off with comperes who ushered the events in a 
smooth and cohesive manner, DP students shared the 
experiences they had gone through. The audience was 
also treated to a video from Bhavika Mittal, a VKE 
graduate, who was kind enough to send in a video with a 
few words on her experience in the diploma programme.  

Soon after, the highest achievers in the 2018-19 MYP 5 
year, were called upon to speak about what they had 
learned from their one year, and what they enjoyed the 
most. Neil Sawant, Gayatri Sahaay, and Anoushka Shetty 
were just some of the students to take to the stage and 
speak about their journey from the start to finish of MYP 
5.  

Minute by minute, each MYP student was then honored 
with certificates and award-plaques to commemorate the 
passing of MYP 5, with each student having a learner 
profile to their name.  

A play depicting the unseen life of a child in school, was 
followed shortly with a high tempo dance routine, 
performed by VKE’s own teachers. It was fair to say that 
this added a kick of energy to the event, one that excited 
the audience, mesmerized the students, and invigorated 
the event.  

 This was added onto from the students of other MYP 
grades, who had put on a spectacular light and dance 
show for the audience to watch. An unorthodox yet 

riveting performance that gripped the audience’s 
attention like no other.  

Slowly setting the stage up for the night to be captured, 
memories to be savored, and the students to throw 
their hats in the air and celebrate the perilous, yet 
enjoyable journey that they had all taken together.  

And as all the MYP 5 students were on the stage with 
candles in their hand, looking upon the audience to 
thank those who helped them the most, 
accomplishment, success, and pride, slowly set in to the 
hearts of each and every student. A celebratory end, to 
an unforgettable voyage. One that started at VKE, 
ending at the throw of a hat into the air. Starting a new 
chapter in life. A chapter filled with new experiences, 
new people, new knowledge. And a new world to 
discover. And even though students had to wait 
patiently to throw their hats into the air after the 
mischievous comperes thought it would be funny to 
keep counting and stopping, it was all worth it to see a 
thousand memories come flooding back with a swift jolt 
and raise of the wrist. A fitting end to a remarkable 
journey that students will speak about for years to 
come. 
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Bolsonaro’s Brazil, and 
What’s Left of It 

Parisians Protesting: 
Gilets Jaunes 

In an interview with the Associated Press, 
Ricardo Salles, Brazil’s current Minister of 
the environment, stated that “Brazil cannot 
stop deforestation without help”. Salles 
said that the “back up” that he and his 
country had expected to prevent further 
deforestation, had never arrived, stating 
that, “back up was promised many years 
ago, and we’re still expecting the rich 
countries to participate in a proper way”.  

Brazil, currently led by Jair Bolsonaro, have 
found themselves in a near irreversible 
situation. Deforestation in the Amazon 
reached a loss of 3.769 square miles, a 30% 
jump from the year before, and the annual 
highest rate of deforestation in the past 11 
years. While Ricardo Salles may plead for 
help from other developed countries; Brazil 
already receives help.  

Norway, have donated 1.2 billion USD to 
Brazil’s amazon fund, since its creation in 
2008. Germany is a large contributor to 
the Amazon fund as well. Ricardo Salles 
however, has questioned the fund’s 
effectiveness. He had announced plans for 
2008. Germany is a large contributor to 
the Amazon fund as well. Ricardo Salles  

however, has questioned the fund’s 
effectiveness. He had announced plans for 
change and development, stating “Brazil is 
negotiating with 2 European countries to 
restart the program”. 

As a result of which, Salles said “Brazil now 
have an appropriate approach on the 
problem of deforestation”. Now while this 
project may seem to take shape, many of 
the problems lie in Brazil’s current 
presidency, namely Jair Bolsonaro. An 
outspoken leader, with many 
controversial opinions and beliefs. The 
most notable of which being his belief that 
the current increase in the rate of 
deforestation with evidence from 
satellites, being “ a lie”.  

While Ricardo Salles understands the 
problems that Brazil face 
environmentally, albeit with some flaws, 
Jair Bolsonaro may be the one who makes 
the final decisions in the end. And his 
decisions, may impact Brazil’s 
environmental fate for better or worse, 
for decades to come. 

 

Australia Burning, 
Largest Forest Fire 

Police in Paris were subject to skirmishes 
between them and the gilets jaunes, a 
term given to many protesters who 
donned yellow vests, asking for 
economic justice and equality. 

President Macron’s redesign of the 
pension system in France, added fuel to 
the fire, the newest worry of the gilets 
jaunes being the retirement age. 
Macron’s presidential position has been 
fragile for close to a year now, empty 
train stations, and abandoned subway 
carriages show what some of the French 
population want. Change. 

The SNCF national train network, made a 
statement on December 9th saying, 
“Stay home or find another means of 
locomotion.”. Tempting as it may be for 
the daily commuter to join the protests 
and rebel against the government, many 
have been adversely affected by the 
current protests.  

While there is no indication of a change 
in retirement age, the new plan is 
assumed to include new conditions, 
promoting people to work for longer.  

The prime minister, is supposedly 
releasing details of the retirement plan 
soon. While the protests were mainly 
peaceful, there were incidents of 
people antagonizing the police, which 
resulted in tear gas being shot at many 
protesters.  

Change may not be imminent, but the 
gilets jaunes have been heard loud and 
clear by the French government. While 
the government may attempt to reason 
with the French public by creating more 
publicly accepted policies, Macron may 
use his position of power, as a weapon 
of “justice”. 

Russia’s 4 Year Sports 
Ban 

“We will leave the EU by October the 
31st”, were the words that Prime minister 
Boris Johnson said in mid-July, taking 
over the reign as prime minister from 
Theresa May. A 2016 election, that saw 
52% of the voting population wanting to 
leave, and the other 48% requesting to 
remain a part of the EU. As a result of 
which, former prime minister David 
Cameron resigned. The reign was taken 
over by Theresa May, the leader of a 
centrist-right conservative party, 3 years 
later, however, with many failed deals 
and opposing votes, Theresa May 
resigned from her position as Prime 
minister, being replaced by Boris 
Johnson, former mayor of London. 

Johnson promised to deliver Brexit by the 
31st of October, alas with even more 
failed deals, and disagreements with the 
EU, this has resulted in Boris Johnson 
calling upon a preponed general election, 
on December the 12th. It’s worth 
mentioning that the 27-member states 
of the EU have agreed to an extension of 
article 50, denoting the leave of an EU 
member state, from the EU. The Brexit 
deadline, as a result, has been postponed 
to January the 31st.  

4 political parties compete for a majority 
seat and parliament on the  

12th of December. Conservative, Labour, 
Liberal Democrat, and the Brexit 
national party, each with different 
aims. The conservatives promising to 
go ahead with Brexit with a deal in 
place, the Labour party promising to 
have another Brexit referendum, the 
liberal democrats promising to stay in 
the EU and the BNP promising to leave 
the EU with no deal whatsoever. 
Currently, the top two parties are 
Conservative, and Labour, led by Boris 
Johnson, and Jeremy Corbyn 
respectively. 

 As it stands, the current parliament will 
be dissolved in a few weeks, to allow 
each party to put up their electoral 
campaign. 

A seemingly never-ending impasse now 
has the light of the tunnel insight, and 
the side effects of escape may be 
overwhelming for Britain. An economic 
recession, food shortage, and hospital 
funding problems, regardless of no-
deal Brexit or not. The real test for Boris 
Johnson’s front running party, won’t be 
about whether they can leave the EU by 
January the 31st. The real test would be 
in the way the Conservative party deals 
with the exit and what it may hold for 
the future of the UK. 

 

 

Ehsas Kakkar
 

Ehsas Kakkar Ehsas Kakkar
 

Sai Agate
 

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………...  

Soon after the world has taken a sigh of 
relief after the Amazon fire, another 
news surfaces regarding the biggest 
forest fire in Australia. Earlier in august 
2019, the Australian east coast 
experienced a number of major 
bushfires across multiple states.  

Around 20th of December, Australia 
suffered a devastating early bushfire 
season with fires across several states 
burning through hundreds of thousands 
of hectares and destroying hundreds of 
properties with loss of six lives.  

New South Wales has been 
critically hit, with more than 1.65m 
hectares razed, a 
place extensively large than suburban 
Sydney. All six deaths came about in 
there and greater than 
600 houses have been destroyed. At 
one point, firefighters were battling a 
fire front approximately 6,000km 
long, equal to a 
return journey between Sydney and 
Perth.  

“The world needs to wake up; we don’t 
have a planet B” - Anonymous 
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The Most Popular 
Sports of 2019 

Bristol-Myers Cancer 
Treatment 

There is not ant doubt about the reality 
that the notion of sports activities is all 
about competition, and thrill, not only 
for the ones directly involved but also 
for those who experience watching it. 
Here are some of the most popular 
sports of 2019. 

1) Football, estimated followers are 4 
billion. The granddaddy of 
all carrying activities across the world, 
football has its origins in dispute. Some 
say it started off in China even as others 
argue that it was the Greeks and the 
Romans who came up with the game. 

2) Cricket, estimated followers are 2.5 
billion. Cricket needs no introduction. 
Played to start with as a garden game 
between players of England and their 
counterparts in the Australian colony, 
cricket in the modern world has 
completed cult proportions. 

3) Field hockey, estimated followers are 
2 billion and it is a very famous sport 
within the Commonwealth. Nations like 
India, Pakistan, Australia and 
Bangladesh are champions in the sport 
and their players are considered 
national heroes. 

4) Tennis, estimated followers are 1 
billion. Tennis is regularly taken in as a 
fever when the tournament starts. 
A recreation with European origins, it 
has evolved into a sport of world-wide 
proportions that spews money and  

Sponsorships few others can keep a candle 
against, with its players becoming 
millionaires or even billionaires if they’re at 
the proper location at the right time. 

 

 

  

 

Sai Agate Sai Agate 

Q) Which country’s football team has lifted the 2018 Intercontinental Cup 
football title?  
A) India  
B) Argentina  
C) Kenya 
Answer: (A) India's football national team has lifted the 2018 Intercontinental 
Cup football title. In the summit clash in Mumbai, they defeated Kenya by 2-0 
on June 10, 2018.  

Q) India’s first-ever national police museum will be established in which city? 
A) Chennai  
B) Pune 
C) Delhi 
Answer: (C) India’ s first ever national police museum will be established in 
Delhi. The museum depicts the history, artefacts, uniforms and gears of the 
central and state police.  

Q) Mahatma Gandhi founded which of the following newspapers in 1903 at 
South Africa?  
A) Indian Opinion  
B) Indian Speaker  
C) India News  
Answer: (A) The Indian Opinion was a newspaper established by Indian leader 
Mohandas Karamchand Gandhi. The publication was an important tool for the 
political movement led by Gandhi and the Natal Indian Congress to fight racial 
discrimination and win civil rights for the Indian immigrant community in 
South Africa. 

…………………………………………………………....………………………………………………………………………
…. 

Editor-in-Chief: Gayatri Sahaay; Asst. Editor-in-Chief: Antara Manurkar; Editors: 
Anilesh Ghatak, Zain Ahmed; Photographers: Ishaan Kondhaare, Yuvraj B.; Writers: 
Vishnu Gopal, Ehsas Kakkar, Sai Agate; Artists: Pruthvish Dangat, Vaishnavi. 

Presented to you as an undertaking by the VKE Student Council.  
Look out for the next edition of the monthly VKE Chronicle! 

TRIVIA …………………………………………………………....……………………………………………………………………
……. 

In recent news, Bristol-Myers an 
American pharmaceutical company 
have expressed “positive results” from 
their experimental cancer therapy that 
they acquired from Celgene 
Corporation, in a deal worth 74 billion 
USD.  

The company have stated that they will 
apply for U.S approval for treatment, by 
the end of the year. The treatment 
known as liso-cel, is a new type of 
immunotherapy, known as CAR-T cell 
therapy. Immune cells are taken from a 
patient, engineered to recognize and 
attack cancer in the body, and then re-
injected into the patient.  The study 
conducted, tested 3 dose levels of liso-
cel with 269 patients with relapsed, or 
refractory b-cell lymphoma.  

Refractory lymphoma is understood to 
be lymphoma that hasn’t responded to 
initial treatment. Amazingly, ¾ of the 
patients responded to the treatment, 
with 53% experiencing a complete 
response, with no detectable sign of the 
cancer. A massive boost for Bristol-
Myers, who were under criticism for 
acquiring Celgene, with some investors 
believing they had overpaid for the 
acquisition itself. From a business 
perspective, Bristol-Myers have 
managed to win investor approval for 
their deal with Celgene, and could see 
further investment in pharmaceutical 
drug research from their investors.  

Sales for Celgene and Bristol-Myers for 
liso-cel would skyrocket, due to the 
private nature of American healthcare. 
From a medical perspective, while many 
experimental cancer treatments have 
preliminary stages of reduced 
effectiveness, further development of 
liso-cel treatment along with other drug 
research, may allow for much more 
accessible medication for patients with 
relapsed, or refractory lymphoma.  

Within a couple years’ time, we may be 
able to see massive cancer research 
breakthroughs in the pharmaceutical 
industry. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


